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In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1, 2 and 29 without prejudice or dedication. 
Please amend the claims as indicated below. 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) Th e m e thod as d e fin e d by claim 2 A method of establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the method comprising: 

forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the notify message by 

the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application, the notify message including a 
unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific type of 
information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first application to 
the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first application being 
added to the platform; 

the first application ascertaining path data for establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application; 

the first application and second application establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by the first application 
and the second application; and 

forwarding a reply message to the first application, the reply message notifying the first 

a pplication that the second application is executing, w herein the first application ascertains the 
path data after receipt of the reply message. 
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4. (currently amended) The method as defined by claim 3J- further comprising: 

the first application forwarding a first ready message to the second application; 
the second application forwarding a second ready message to the first application; 
forwarding messages between the first and second application via the path after receipt of 
each ready message. 

5. (currently amended) The method as defined by claim 3_4- wherein the first application and the 
second application establish a path by ascertaining the path data from a configuration file that 
includes the path data. 

6. (currently amended) The m e thod as d e fin e d by claim 5 A method of establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the method comprising: 

forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the notify message by 

the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application, the notify message including a 
unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific type of 
information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first application to 
the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first application being 
added to the platform; 

the first application ascertaining path data for establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application; 

the first application and second application establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by the first application 
and the second application; 

wherein the first application and the second application establish a path by ascertaining 
the path data from a configuration file that includes the path data; and 

wherein the path data is retrieved from the configuration file by the first application and 
the second application. 



Serial No. 09/326,035 



-4- 



ArtUnit: 2126 



7. (currently amended) Th e m e thod as d e fin e d by claim 5 A method of establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the method comprising: 

forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the notify message by 

the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application, the notify message including a 
unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific type of 
information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first application to 
the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first application being 
added to the platform; 

the first application ascertaining path data for establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application; 

the first application and second application establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by the first application 
and the second application; 

wherein the first application and the second application establish a path by ascertaining 

the path data from a configuration file that includes the path data; and 

wherein the path data is retrieved from the configuration file by a path function that 
forwards a path message to the first application and the second application, the path message 
including the path data. 

8. (currently amended) The method as defined by claim 3J- wherein each message forwarded 
between applications includes data identifying the path and channel associated with the message. 

9. (original) The method as defined by claim 8 wherein the first application is considered to have 
been added to the platform when it is loaded into a volatile memory device on the platform. 
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10. (currently amended) The method as defined by claim 3.4- wherein the second application is 
considered to be executing after the second application is initialized. 

11. (currently amended) The method as defined by claim 3_4- wherein an application is considered 
to be executing after it is initialized on the platform and before it stops running. 

12. (currently amended) Th e m e thod a s d e fin e d by claim 1 A method of establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the method comprising: 

forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the notify message by 

the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application, the notify message including a 
unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific type of 
information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first application to 
the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first application being 
added to the platform; 

the first application ascertaining path data for establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application; 

the first application and second application establishing the path between the first 

application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by the first application 
and the second application; and 

wherein the path includes a plurality of channels wherein each channel includes an 
associated handler function, each handler function processing messages in its assigned channel in 
a uniform manner. 

13. (currently amended) An apparatus for establishing communication between a first application 
and a second application, the second application executing on a platform, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a first output that forwards a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 
notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
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establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the notify message is forwarded from 
the first application to the second application, and wherein the notify message is forwarded to the 
first application being added to the platform; 

a first controller that controls the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application; and 

a second controller that controls the first application and second application to establish a 
path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application; 

wherein the first application and the second application establish a path by ascertaining 
the path data from a configuration file that includes the path data; and 

wherein the path data is retrieved from the configuration file by the first application and 

the second application . 

14. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 further comprising: 

a second output that forwards a reply message to the first application, the reply message 
notifying the first application that the second application is executing. 

15. (currently amended) Th e apparatus as d e fin e d by claim 1 4 An apparatus for establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the apparatus comprising: 

a first output that forwards a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 

notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the notify message is forwarded from 
the first application to the second application, and wherein the notify message is forwarded to the 
first application being added to the platform: 
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a first controller that controls the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 

path between the first application and the second application; and 

a second controller that controls the first application and second application to establish a 

path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application; 

a second output that forwards a reply message to the first application, the reply message 
notifying the first application that the second application is executing; and 

wherein the first application ascertains the path data after receipt of the reply message. 

16. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 further comprising: 

a third controller that controls the first application to forward a first ready message to the 
second application; 

a fourth controller that controls the second application to forward a second ready message 
to the first application, messages being forwarded between the first and second application via 
the path after receipt of each ready message. 

17. (currently amended) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 wherein the second controller 
includes a path data ascertainer that ascertains the path data from the a configuration file that 
includes th e path data . 

18. (previously presented) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 wherein each message 
forwarded between the applications includes data identifying the path and channel associated 
with the message. 

19. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 17 wherein the path data is retrieved from the 
configuration file by a path function that forwards a path message to the first application and the 
second application, the path message including the path data. * 
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20. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 wherein the notify message is generated by a 
monitoring function that monitors the platform, the monitoring function responsively generating 
the notify message upon detecting the first application has been added to the platform. 

21. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 20 wherein the first application is considered to 
have been added to the platform when it is loaded into a volatile memory device on the platform. 

22. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 wherein the second application is considered 
to be executing after the second application is initialized. 

23. (original) The apparatus as defined by claim 13 wherein an application is considered to be 
executing after it is initialized on the platform and before it stops running. 

24. (currently amended) Th e apparatus as d e fin e d by claim 13 An apparatus for establishing 
communication between a first application and a second application, the second application 
executing on a platform, the apparatus comprising: 

a first output that forwards a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 

notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the notify message is forwarded from 
the first application to the second application, and wherein the notify message is forwarded to the 
first application being added to the platform; 

a first controller that controls the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 

path between the first application and the second application; 

a second controller that controls the first application and second application to establish a 

path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application; and 
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wherein the path includes a plurality of channels wherein each channel includes an 
associated handler function, each handler function processing messages in its assigned channel in 
a uniform manner. 

25. (currently amended) A computer program product for use on a computer system for 
establishing communication between a first application and a second application, the second 
application executing on a platform, the computer program product comprising a computer 
usable medium having computer readable program code thereon, the computer readable program 
code including: 

program code for forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 
notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first 
application to the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first 
application being added to the platform; 

program code for controlling the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 
path between the first application and the second application; and 

program code for controlling the first application and second application to establish a 
path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application; 

wherein the program code for controlling the first application and second application to 
establish the path between the first application and the second application includes program code 
for ascertaining the path data from a configuration file that includes the path data by the first 
application and second application retrieving the path data from the configuration file . 

26. (original) The computer program product as defined by clam 25 further comprising: 

program code for forwarding the reply message to the first application, the reply message 
notifying the first application that the second application is executing. 
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27. (currently amended) Th e comput e r program product as d e fin e d by claim 26 A computer 
program product for use on a computer system for establishing communication between a first 
application and a second application, the second application executing on a platform, the 
computer program product comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable 
program code thereon, the computer readable program code including: 

program code for forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 

notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first 
application to the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first 
application being added to the platform: 

program code for controlling the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 

path between the first application and the second application: 

program code for controlling the first application and second application to establish a 

path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application: 

program code for forwarding the reply message to the first application, the reply message 

notifying the first application that the second application is executing: and 

wherein the first application includes program code for asc e rtains ascertaining the path 
data after receipt of the reply message. 

28. (original) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 further comprising: 

program code for controlling the first application to forward a first ready message to the 
second application; 

program code for controlling the second application to forward a second ready message to 
the first application; 

program code for forwarding messages between the first and second application via the 
path after receipt of each ready message. 
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30. (currently amended) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 £3- wherein each 
message forwarded between applications includes data identifying the fest path and channel 
associated with the message. 

31. (currently amended) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 59 wherein the 
path data is retrieved from the configuration file by a path function that forwards a path message 
to the first application and the second application, the path message including the path data. 

32. (original) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 wherein the notify message 
is generated by a monitoring function that monitors the platform, the monitoring function 
responsively generating the notify message upon detecting that the first application has been 
added to the platform. 

33. (original) The computer program product as defined by claim 32 wherein the first application 
is considered to have been added to the platform when it is loaded into a volatile memory device 
on the platform. 

34. (original) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 wherein the second 
application is considered to be executing after the second application is initialized. 

35. (original) The computer program product as defined by claim 25 wherein an application is 
considered to be executing after it is initialized on the platform and before it stops running. 

36. (currently amended) Th e comput e r program as d e fin e d by claim 25 A computer program 
product for use on a computer system for establishing communication between a first application 
and a second application, the second application executing on a platform, the computer program 
product comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable program code thereon, 
the computer readable program code including: 
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program code for forwarding a notify message to the second application, receipt of the 

notify message by the second application causing the second application to ascertain path data for 
establishing a path between the first application and the second application, the notify message 
including a unique identifier to name the path, the unique identifier associated with a specific 
type of information to be transferred on the path, wherein the forwarding is from the first 
application to the second application, and wherein the forwarding is responsive to the first 
application being added to the platform; 

program code for controlling the first application to ascertain path data for establishing a 

path between the first application and the second application; 

program code for controlling the first application and second application to establish a 

path between the first application and the second application after the path data is ascertained by 
the first application and the second application; and 

wherein the path includes a plurality of channels wherein each channel includes an 
associated handler function, each handler function processing messages in its assigned channel in 
a uniform manner. 



